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1. MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Subject: PICAM becomes the Cameroon Center for Democracy and Human Rights

Hello everyone,

It is our pleasure to announce that Progressive Initiative for Cameroon (PICAM) is now 
officially the Cameroon Center for Democracy and Human Right (CCDHR). This 
change in name has been in the process for a while and was given effect by a unanimous 
vote of the Board of Directors of the organization during their 2010 Annual Board 
Meeting. Other legal requirements of this change have been accomplished.

Our website has been enhanced and migrated from www.picam.org to www.ccdhr.org. 
We also invite you to visit the redesigned website of the Cameroon Journal on 
Democracy and Human Rights (CJDHR) www.cjdhr.org, the scholarly publication of the 
Cameroon Center for Democracy and Human Right (CCDHR). CCDHR has also lunched 
a blog http://www.ccdhr.org/blog, the goal of which is to reach the public briefly, but in a 
timely manner on pertinent issues and developments related to democracy, human rights, 
good governance, and public accountability in Cameroon.

The Board regards this change in name as a natural reflection of the primary activities of 
the organization. Therefore CCDHR will continue in the same direction to safeguard the 
human dignity of every Cameroonian through the promotion of the principles of 
democracy, human rights, rule of law, good governance, and public accountability in 
Cameroon. CCDHR will also remain vocal and forcefully criticize violations of these 
principles in Cameroon as the organization has uncompromisingly done in the past.

We would like to thank all Cameroonians and supporters of our activities for their loyalty 
and unwavering encouragement even when we have taken tough positions on very 
challenging issues confronting Cameroon. No single individual and no single 
organization can on its own lead Cameroon out of its current predicaments. The 
Cameroon Center for Democracy and Human Right recognizes the diverse talents and 
incredible potentials of Cameroonians at home and abroad. We believe strongly that 
change in Cameroon will require the collective contributions and effective collaboration 
of people who stand for a democratic Cameroon. Therefore CCDHR will like to 
encourage the continued contributions of countless Cameroonians to the dialogue for 
democratic change in Cameroon - no effort is too little, and no idea is negligible; together 
they add up and the impact may be unimaginable.

Sincerely,

Board of Directors.
Cameroon Center for Democracy and Human Right (CCDHR).
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2. CCDHR MISSION

To improve and safeguard the human dignity of everyone by promoting and supporting 

the principles of democracy, human rights, rule of law, good governance, and public 

accountability in the Republic of Cameroon.

3. CCDHR VISION

CCDHR’s vision is of a Cameroon in which everyone enjoys all of the human rights 

enshrined in international conventions and national laws; a Cameroon in which 

democratic principles are respected and upheld; a Cameroon in which peace and justice 

prevails and everyone enjoys equal opportunities; a Cameroon in which individuals and 

communities are empowered to their full potentials; a Cameroon in which there are 

support structures for the poor, distressed, disabled, and underprivileged.

4. CCDHR BACKGROUND

CCDHR is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving and transforming the 

Cameroonian society through innovative research, practice, and programs based on a 

collection of factors necessary to foster an overall improvement in human dignity. At the 

core of our work is the building of a strong civil society on the belief that this is critical to 

the democratic transformation needed in Cameroon. CCDHR is independent of any 

government influence, political ideology, and religious persuasion.

CCDHR was founded against the background of social injustices, human rights 

violations, poor governance, corruption, disregard for the rule of law, underdevelopment, 

social instability, lack of support mechanisms for the poor and underprivileged, and other 

forms of social ills that continue to plague the Cameroonian society.

4. 1. Purposes

CCDHR was formed for the following purposes:

 To promote the principles of Democracy in Cameroon.

 To promote the principles of Human Rights in Cameroon.

 To promote the principles of Rule of Law in Cameroon.
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 To promote the principles of Good Governance in Cameroon.

 To promote the principles of Public Accountability in Cameroon.

4.2. Main Objective

CCDHR’s main objective is to perpetuate the course of social justice in Cameroon 

through broad-based programs that promote a vibrant civil society capable of bringing 

about peaceful and meaningful change to the socio-political situation, and the 

establishment of a sustainable democracy in Cameroon.

4. 3. Core Principle

CCDHR recognizes that respect for human rights is a vital part of human contentment; 

that democratic participation is an inseparable value of good and accountable 

governance; that peace and stability are integral elements of human interaction; that 

development is necessary to bring meaningful improvement in the lives of people; and 

that humanitarian assistance is an invaluable means to reach those who are economically 

and socially outside the reach of mainstream services and support.

4.4. Population Served

CCDHR’s programs are implemented within the national territory of Cameroon. CCDHR

is a national, not a regional organization; it is a pro-democracy organization not a 

pressure group; a civil society organization not a political party. CCDHR’s programs 

target all segments of the Cameroonian population including youths, women, and 

indigenous people. CCDHR’s does not distinguish or discriminate against any person on 

the basis of age, sex, race, color, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, disability, 

language, socio-economic status, political opinion, or religious affiliation in any of its 

policies, procedures, programs, projects, or practices.

5. CCDHR PROGRAMS

CCDHR is dedicated to improving and transforming the Cameroonian society through 

innovative research, practice, and programs based on a collection of factors necessary to 

foster an overall improvement in human dignity. CCDHR therefore adopts a 
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comprehensive approach through a combination of committed programs in democracy,

human rights, rule of law, good governance, and public accountability.

5. 1. Democracy

Our democracy program advocates for the adoption of a culture of democracy and the 

establishment of effective state institutions necessary for a functional democracy in 

Cameroon. We focus on the promotion and guarantee of equal access to opportunities, 

unrestricted democratic participation, and a government in which the supreme power is 

vested in the people and exercised by them in periodically held free and fair elections.

To attain this purpose, CCDHR does the following:

 Promote understanding of the principles of democracy. 

 Support and defend democratic practices and institutions. 

 Promote a culture of democracy and respect for democratic values. 

 Document, denounce, publicize, and circulate evidence of undemocratic practices. 

5.2. Human Rights

Our human rights program seeks to defend all the rights enshrined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights conventions. CCDHR 

advocates for the Constitution of Cameroon and other national legislations to protect 

fundamental human rights principles. We call on the authorities to strictly respect the 

human rights of Cameroonians, while challenging them to investigate and bring to justice 

those responsible for abuses.

To accomplish this objective, CCDHR does the following:

 Promote understanding of the principles of human rights. 

 Promote a culture of human rights and respect for human rights principles. 

 Advocate, campaign, petition, and defend victims of violations of human rights. 

 Document, denounce, and publicize evidence of violations of human rights.

5.3. Rule of Law

Our rule of law program advocates for governance according to established norms, on the 

understanding that with the rule of law in place, every Cameroon can expect to be treated 
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fairly by a justified and acceptable process. This program focuses on ensuring that 

established laws are fair, clearly defined, known to Cameroonians, respected by the 

government and ordinary citizens, and equally applicable to everyone.

To accomplish these goals, CCDHR does the following:

 Promote understanding of the principles of rule of law. 

 Promote respect for the principles of equality before the law. 

 Promote a culture of rule of law and respect for its fundamental values. 

 Document, denounce, and publicize evidence of violations of the rule of law. 

5.4. Good Governance

Our good governance program is primarily aimed at advocating for a governance 

structure in Cameroon that works for the well being of the governed who are the people. 

We advocate for government policies that have a high propensity to result in prosperity, 

good, stable, transparent, and accountable government and the effective prevention of 

tyranny, anarchy, corruption, instability, unaccountability, unjustified secrecy, and 

uninformed decision-making.

To attain this purpose, CCDHR does the following:

 Promote understanding of the principles of good governance. 

 Support and defend the values and practice of good governance. 

 Promote public policies that incorporate the precepts of good governance. 

 Denounce and publicize evidence of violations of the principles of good 

governance. 

5.5. Public Accountability

Our public accountability program advocates for transparency and accountability in 

government because the actions of public officials significantly affect ordinary 

Cameroonians in various ways. We hold that in order to increase fairness and reduce 

harm to society, government process must be transparent and public officials must 

explain their actions and be held accountable for such actions based on suitable and 

acceptable performance standards.
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To attain this purpose, CCDHR will do the following:

 Promote understanding of the principles of public accountability. 

 Support and defend the values and practice of public accountability. 

 Advocate for public policies that promote transparency and public accountability. 

 Document, denounce, publicize, and circulate evidence of unjustified secrecy and 

lack of public accountability.   

6. CCDHR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 2010

The year 2010 was significant in the four year existence of the Cameroon Center for 

Democracy and Human Rights, formerly Progressive Initiative for Cameroon (PICAM). 

In spite of this relatively short existence; CCDHR played a critical role in advocating for 

democracy, respect for human rights, rule of law, good governance, and public 

accountability in Cameroon. The organization remained committed to these principles 

and was unwavering in its criticism and publicity of abuses perpetuated on the people of 

Cameroon. We have provided below is a brief portrait of our activities during the year 

2010 and how these helped elevate discussions on democratic governance to the forefront

of public debates on Cameroon.

6.1. CamLaws

In 2010, hundreds of visitors to our website accessed important Cameroonian legislations 

and relevant international instruments. We are happy to have been a resource to these 

many people and are encouraged to do even more. Among the most accessed 

Cameroonian legislations on our website in the year 2010 were the Law on the Creation 

of Elections Cameroon (ELECAM), the Law on the Orientation of Decentralization, and 

the Cameroon Criminal Procedure Code. Our website will continue to hosts important 

documents including various Cameroon legislations and links to important United 

Nations and African Union conventions and declarations. This year, we will continue to 

update this webpage to make our website more resourceful to everyone researching issues 

covering democracy, human rights, good governance, and public accountability in 

Cameroon. As part of our equal justice for all and access to information drive, we belief 

this effort facilitated access to important national and international laws by bringing them 
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closer to those who needed them most. To visit our CamLaws page, please go to 

http://www.ccdhr.org/cameroonlaws.htm.

6. 2. Research/Publications

Besides regular educational press releases and statements, PICAM remained very active 

in scholarly pursuit on democracy and human rights through the publication of the 

Cameroon Journal on Democracy and Human Rights (CJDHR). CJDHR was created to 

address the real and critical absence of a reliable academic legal publication in 

Cameroon, and the shortage of a repository of literature specifically dealing with 

democracy, human rights, rule of law, good governance, and public accountability in 

Cameroon. Most importantly, the journal is freely accessible online to everyone without 

any subscription. This ambitious project by CCDHR just rounded its fourth year with the 

publication of Vol. 4, No. 2 in December 2010.

CCDHR is proud to state that our initial evaluation of the impact of the journal is very 

positive. Many Cameroonian writers, students, faculties, researchers, and other 

professionals view the Cameroon Journal on Democracy and Human Rights as a viable 

alternative to international journals for several reasons. CJDHR provides a clear guideline 

and easy house style; CJDHR is freely availability and has wider accessibility among 

Cameroonians; and CJDHR is focused on Cameron thereby creating a direct impact on 

authors’ fatherland were such knowledge is most deserved. CJDHR has given several 

Cameroonian faculties and researchers the opportunity to have their articles published 

and read by a wider Cameroonian audience. Meanwhile, CJDHR has tremendously 

enriched the repository of available writings on democracy, human rights, and 

governance in Cameroon. To visit the journal website, please go to http://www.cjdhr.org. 

6.3. Event/Conference

Last year, CCDHR organized its first international event under the theme “International 

Conference on the State of Democracy in Cameroon 50 Years after Independence: 

Understanding the Dynamics and Fostering the Struggle for Democracy and Human 
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Rights in Cameroon”. The conference held on March 6, 2010 at American University, 

Washington DC, and drew participants from across the United States, Africa, and Europe.

The conference entailed a thorough reflection of 50 years of independence of Cameroon 

and presented an important and necessary opportunity to address the gaping lack of 

democracy and human rights within the political structures in Cameroon. It also entailed 

a critical evaluation of the democratization process in Cameroon with a view to 

reinvigorate national and international debate on Cameroon’s democratization efforts. 

The conference speakers were enlightened professionals and the discussions were 

extremely constructive.

At the end of the conference CCDHR presented a 14 point conference declaration. 

Among other issues, this declaration called for a sober reflection on the enormous 

challenges facing Cameroon; called for the release of all political prisoners in Cameroon; 

recognized the resilience of Cameroonian youths in the face of incredible odds; called on 

political parties to exhibit greater democracy through avenues for leadership changes; 

called for the immediate dissolution of Elections Cameroon (ELECAM); called on 

President Paul Biya to retire at the end of his current term in office in 2011; and 

recommended the establishment of a transitional government in Cameroon in 2011. To 

visit the conference webpage, please go to 

http://www.ccdhr.org/events/democracy/home.htm.

6.4. Position Statements

As an independent organization committed to promoting democracy, human rights, and 

the building of a strong and effective civil society in Cameroon, CCDHR has never been 

shy of making public pronouncements when it considers that such statements are most 

deserved. The year 2010 was no different as we made two important position statements 

directly relevant to democratic governance in Cameroon.

On October 4, 2010, CCDHR issued a public appeal to “Cameroonians to Register to 

Vote”. This position statement was not only timely, but the result of persistent demand 
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from many stakeholders requesting to know CCDHR’s position on the prevailing debate 

in the country on whether Cameroonians should register to vote. This statement 

recognized that voting is not only our right, but also our responsibility as citizens of 

Cameroon, and it affirmed that change occurs because people step-up and actively take 

part in the democratic process. To read this position statement, please go to 

http://www.ccdhr.org/press-releases/2010/10-04-CamerooniansShouldRegistertoVote.htm.

On November 16, 2010, CCDHR issued another position statement exposing the 

“Sickening Reality of Democracy and Governance in Cameroon”. This statement was in 

response to a high level delegation sent by the Government of Cameroon to the United 

States to lobby various foreign governments and inter-governmental organizations in an 

effort to gain eligibility for assistance by the US Millennium Challenge Corporation. 

CCDHR’s statement was therefore an alternate presentation regarding the situation of 

democracy and governance in Cameroon. To read this position statement, please go to 

http://www.picam.org/press-releases/2010/11-16-TheRealityofDemocracyandGovernanceinCameroon.htm.

6.5. Policy Paper/Campaign

CCDHR staffs work on a daily basis to identify the most considerate challenges facing 

the Cameroonian society. CCDHR Policy Papers seek to elevate issues of national 

challenge to the forefront of public discuss and influence public policies and actions in 

ways that address the common good of all Cameroonians. CCDHR's Campaigns on the 

other hand are designed to give a coherent public voice to issues confronting the 

Cameroonian society in recognition of the fact that true accountability cannot be achieved 

in governance if the people are not given an opportunity to voice their concerns.

On April 15, 2010, CCDHR issued a policy paper on “The Need to Recognize Dual 

Citizenship in Cameroon: Cameroon's Current Nationality Law is Unnecessarily 

Restrictive”. This was immediately followed by the lunching of CCDHR’s “Campaign 

for the Recognition of Dual Citizenship in Cameroon”. The policy paper and subsequent

campaign were premised on the fact that the negative ramifications of prohibiting 

Cameroonian nationals from acquiring concurrent foreign citizenship span a broad and 
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deep set of quandaries stretching from personal and family trauma, to macroeconomic 

inclinations, which affect the potentials of the country and those of its nationals.

CCDHR recognized that globalization has created the possibility of ‘global citizens’ and 

world migration data demonstrate the undeniable presence of individuals who may today

call two countries home. It noted that current Cameroon nationality law fails to take 

advantage of world economic integration trends and interrelationship between countries. 

Using the policy paper and campaign, CCDHR called on the Government of Cameroon to 

urgently reconsider Cameroon nationality law as it would be more beneficial to the 

country and its people to allow Cameroonians to maintain concurrent nationalities.

To visit our campaigns page, please go to http://www.ccdhr.org/campaigns/home.htm.

To visit our policy papers page, please go to http://www.ccdhr.org/policy-papers/home.htm.

6.6. CCDHR Press Releases

The primary objectives of CCDHR press releases are to inform, educate, publicize, and 

advocate. We INFORM the public about the prevailing circumstances pertaining to the 

principles we promote and defend through our programs. We EDUCATE the public on 

the laws and regulations in force and what they ought to be with specific reference to the 

situation at hand. We PUBLICIZE violations of the principles of democracy and human 

rights on the belief that the timely denunciation and exposure of violations is essential to 

prevent abuses from escalating or continue unnoticed. We ADVOCATE for respect of 

the principles of democracy, human rights, rule of law, good governance, and public 

accountability because these will serve the greater good of the people of Cameroon. 

Throughout the year 2010, our staffs worked assiduously on a daily basis to produce 

logical and forceful press releases on several pertinent issues relevant to democratic 

governance in Cameroon. For instance, in response to President Paul Biya’s annual youth 

day message in February 2010, CCDHR challenged the President to actually start 

implementing the ideas he has been reciting to the youths since ascending to power in 

1982. CCDHR noted that Cameroonian youths continue to live in deplorable conditions 

from chronic poverty and lack of employment opportunities, and they need a leader with 
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a vision for them, not empty annual youth day rhetoric. CCDHR noted that President 

Biya’s has led the once prosperous Cameroon into a state of decay, where youths have no 

possibility of contributing to decision making and the management of state affairs.

In April 2010, CCDHR strongly condemned the death of imprisoned journalist, Germain 

Ngota in the notorious Kondengui prison in Yaounde, and called for a transparent and 

independent investigation into his death. CCDHR used this opportunity to expose and 

publicize the fact that acts of mistreatment of prisoners of conscience - including torture, 

starvation, detention in filthy cells, denials of medical attention, and other crude forms of 

dehumanizing treatments were routine occurrences at the Kondengui prison facility and 

other prisons across the country. CCDHR also called for the immediate and unconditional 

release of other prisoners of conscience still languishing in prisons across Cameroon, 

including Harrys Robert Mintya of Le Devoir Newspaper and Serge Sabouang of La 

Nation Newspaper who had been arrested and imprisoned alongside Germain Ngota.

In May 2010, CCDHR indicated its supports to the broad interpretation of the mandate of 

the International Criminal Court (ICC) to investigate and prosecute atrocities that may 

amount to crimes against humanity, including acts of violence conducted as part of an 

electoral process. This followed remarks by ICC Chief Prosecutor, Louis Moreno 

Ocampo at a curtain-raiser conference ahead of the ICC review conference in Kampala, 

during which he noted that rigging elections is often the root cause of violent conflicts 

and the ensuing commission of atrocities against innocent civilians in the contest for 

political power, a matter for which the ICC is moving to deal with. He revealed that the 

ICC plans to prosecute politicians who rig elections and those who use the power of 

incumbency to fraudulently stay in power, pointing out that politicians who commit 

crime through the electoral process may end up facing justice in The Hague instead of 

getting into office. CCDHR applauded this prospect of justice and called on the ICC to 

take a closer look at Cameroon.

In September 2010, CCDHR condemned the use of lawlessness and intimidation by the 

Government of Cameroon as a political strategy to create fear among Cameroonians. This 
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followed a raid on the business premises of Hon. Paul Ayah situated along the Mile 17-

Muea road in Buea by armed uniform police officers, the disruption of business activities, 

the brutalization of business personnel, and the firing of gun shots on August 29, 2010. 

CCDHR pointed out the fact that Hon. Paul Ayah was the only CPDM Member of 

Parliament who opposed and remained outspoken against the April 2008 amendment of 

the Cameroon Constitution, which eliminated Presidential term limit and effectively 

paved the way for Paul Biya to rule Cameroon for life. Because of his continued 

opposition to the manipulation of the country’s constitution, Hon. Paul Ayah suffered a 

great deal - including harassment in 2009 at the hands of elements of the Mobile 

Intervention Unit along the Buea-Kumba road and the subsequent grounding of his car 

for several weeks by the Police in completed disregard of his public status as a Member 

of Parliament. CCDHR noted that the vandalism on Hon. Paul Ayah’s business premise 

appeared to be another calculated attempt to create lawlessness, fear, and intimidate the 

MP to tow party line on every issue.

Following President Barack Obama’s address to the 65th Session of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations, CCDHR issued a press release on September 24, 2010, 

alluding to President Obama’s messages to the world’s dictators as a direct appeal to Paul 

Biya to reverse his authoritarian tendencies in Cameroon. Among the various themes of 

his UN speech, President Obama dwelled on civil liberties, democracy, human rights, and 

good governance, while forcefully denouncing dictators of the world. CCDHR noted that 

Cameroonians are well acquainted to tyranny and the speech of President Obama was an 

added impetus to the persistent calls by the Cameroonian civil society for the respect of 

human rights and democratic principles in Cameroon. In his speech, President Obama 

also publicly denounced constitutional maneuvers that have led to the elimination or 

Presidential term limits. CCDHR pointed to the fact that this was a direct reprimand to 

Paul Biya and the illegal constitutional move forced upon the People of Cameroon in 

April 2008. CCDHR then used this opportunity to reiterate its unequivocal opposition to 

the 2008 constitutional amendment in Cameroon that effectively gave President Paul 

Biya the possibility of seeking endless terms as President.
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7. CONCLUSION/ LOOKING FORWARD

We start the year 2011 acknowledging that the challenges for Cameroon abound. The 

likelihood of a severe crisis is real and can only be successfully averted through 

democratic reform and respect for the rights of Cameroonians. Therefore, the resources, 

commitment, and leadership of every Cameroonian is indispensable to making Cameroon 

a beckon of envy to others around the world. With the prospect of Presidential elections 

in 2011, CCDHR will continue to advocate for the rights of every Cameroonian to cast a 

ballot in a free, fair, and transparent election, and to have that ballot counted as cast. We 

have questioned the integrity of the electoral process in Cameroon and we hold strongly 

that very little has been done to ameliorate the system. CCDHR will continue to cry foul 

as long as the rights of Cameroonians to free democratic participation remain suppressed.

As a paramount part of the declaration of the “International Conference on the State of 

Democracy in Cameroon 50 Years After Independence” organized by CCDHR on March 

6, 2010 at American University in Washington DC, CCDHR made the following specific 

pronouncements regarding the expected Presidential Elections of 2011.

 That the anticipated Presidential elections in 2011 be deferred, as there is yet no 

authentic legal and institutional framework to organize and manage transparent 

elections in Cameroon.

 That a ‘Transitional Government’ be established to include all political parties, 

the civil society, clergies, and prominent scholars.

 That the ‘Transitional Government’ be headed by an independent person, 

preferable a clergy that is acceptable to the political parties and the civil society, 

and who can be viewed as a symbol of national unity.

 That the ‘Transitional Government’ should have a mandate of four (4) years with 

specific responsibility to draft a democratic constitution, revise electoral laws in 

Cameroon, set-up the requisite democratic institutions, and organize Municipal, 

Parliamentary, and Presidential elections by the end of its mandate.

 That members of the transitional government be barred from running for office in 

the elections that culminates to the expiration of its mandate.
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Cameroonians deserve a transparent government of the people, for the people, and by the 

people. The current political dynamics in Cameroon does not give Cameroonians any 

hope for the future. It is imperative that immediate steps be taken to redress the socio-

political situation in the country before things degenerate beyond control. The time to 

begin working for a better Cameroon for all Cameroonians is no more urgent than now.

CCDHR will remain vocal in calling on the government, opposition political parties, and 

the civil society to work together to establish a viable political process and institutions 

that foster democratic reforms and national unity. Such a process must begin immediately 

so that a clear and predictable democratic framework is in place in 2011. Such a 

framework must make it possible for everyone to be actively engaged in the democratic 

process; hold perpetrators of economic crimes and human rights violations accountable; 

and make the respect for human rights paramount by respecting and fulfilling obligations 

imposed by national and international laws.
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